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Tap Water Test
Stir vigorously to
dislodge any bubbles.

Sinkers *

Identification of Recyclable Plastics with Recycle Codes 1-7

Floaters

-

Boiling Water Test
For 30 seconds

N

-

stays clear

Curls, shrinks;  More flexible
when warm

N

Shrinks and
turns cloudy

Acetone Test

fingernail polish

Place in acetone for 1
minute or 10 minutes in

remover.

Softens

T

No reaction

2\

70% Alcohol Test
All will sink in alcohol.
Squirt water from a pipet.

The remaining

plastic is

With initial squirt
\— of water, first
plastic to float

After additional
“—— squirts, second
plastic to float

-
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e Harris, M. E. and B. Walker (2010). "A novel,
simplified scheme for plastics identification:
JCE classroom activity 104." Journal of
Chemical Education 87(2): 147-149.
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