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ercury an elemental metal hat exsts =
Min liquid form at room tem perature,

ocours natrally in the ensironment.
WMetallic mercury ocours primarily in the eart's
crust but can be released into the amosphere
by human activites, such as burning trash .
or coal and gold mining. Organic mercury is
mainly produced when iy organisms consume
inorganic mercury and convertitinto an organic
compound such as methvmercury, & toxic
chemical that is commonly found in mercury .
pollutzd watsr.

P
g )
Pollu(mn ,-eq““es 2B

Vi Rapan ¢ AGE OESIOH

Although the impact of mereury on the

has been by
some industies and indisduals, it is a top ten
chemical of major health concern according
to the WHO. Despite this, the severity
of mercury's toxicity remains to be fully
understood. Prolonged exposure 1 mercury
can pose significant risks to human health,
including brain damage and reproductive
issues. Mercury also significanty damages the
life cycles of water-dwelling creatures.

HEFNBIGRARD

hat AFLFY 151'
WEENELR + 5 ¢ 2 BUTHGE « S mell
AT - BRIESAGE < 1057 NBIR « 7a7 1 % - | X
THGE + BT B A RFETE - BRWEEE
e fig
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In response 1o the Minamata Convention,
Teiwen has created its own plan 1 restict the
production and im port of mercury-containing
products and reduce mercury emissions. These
efforts not only protect the local environment
but also contibute 1o this global effort 1o reduce
refiance on tis dangerous element.

Mercury pollution is a critical environmental
issue that no one person o industry can solve
alone. But, if we all work tagether, we can
mitigate the im pact of mercury and create a
healthier, clesner planet. [§

Talk About It
© Why do you think same conpanies
nd erestimate the inpact ofmezonry?
© Accarding to the aticle, whatkinds of everyday items
oontain mercury? Do any of thoseitems suprise you?

organism ()
Scientistsare studying deep-s organisns © lsm moe about
Earfhs mostextieme eitonments
underestimate (1)
Mevet unlerestim ate the power of 2 z0od night'ssleep.
toxicity )

Key Points

O NMercwry is an _ metal thatis
1o the huma body and ca pollutethe _
dmperons ways.

©The Minamata __. was created to aldress
the problan of ________ pollution by prainally
replacing itwithless _____ dtemafives.

(Suggeried s s o age 73]

To protect human health and
the environment, the international

community has taken steps 1 limit the

use and release of mercury. Adopted in 2013,
the Minamata Convention on Mercury came into =
effect on August 16, 2017, signaling a global
commitment to combat mercury pollution. In
addition, some countries have im plemented
their own laws and regulations, such as the
United States' "Mercury and Air Toxic Standards"
and the European Union's "Regulaton (EU)
2017852".

The goal of the Minamata Convention is
to reduce mercury emissions and protect
human health and the environment by limiting
the production and use of mercury and
mercury-containing products. Additionally,
the convention promotes scientific and
technological innovation to develop greener,
less toxic altermaties. The convention targets =
a diverse range of products, induding batteries,
switches and relays, cosmetics and fuorescent
lamps, etc. The plan is to phase out the
mercury in these products over the span of
a few years, aiming for full compliance by ..
the end of 2027. The convention also seeks
to resvict dentists' use of mercury in bulk
form and dental amalgam, a mercury-based
chemical mixure used to fil teeth cavities.
This resticton particularly applies 1o the dental .
reatment of baby teeth for patients under 15
years and 1o dental treatment for pregnant and
treastfeeding mmen.’

MERCURY

: FREE

the town’s local
water supply

reproductive (agj)
Mark 2ot his docone by studying the reproductive habits of
insects inutban envitonments.

innowation )

eeativity and personal fizedom.
compliance ()

fonosd o shutdonm.
cavity )
Brushing youtteeth twice:a day and flossing will help you
prevent cavities
reliance ()
Regular exercise and a healthy dietcan teduoe yout reliance.
onmedication.

Word Bank

toxic (agj)

sickness and dearh.
emission )

end of the yeat

methymercury i)
cosmetic )
fluorescent (agj)

Focus on Phrases

THE MINAMATA CONVENTION ON MERCURY

The Minamata tragedy

In the 1950s, Minamata, & beautful city
in Japan's Kumamoto County, had a dark
secret. Wihile its people wentabout their lives

eating seafood from Mnamata Bay, the yweve

secretiybeing poisoned bythe chemical weste
dum ped into the water by a nearby factary.
As a result, the water was contaminated
by an organic mercury compound called
methyimercury, leading o a sickness

called Minamata disease. Decades
‘ . later, people in the area stll suffer
fom the eflects of his toic

chemical

Usage Tip
A4 chanos are RIEOEIRIE - m*gﬂ'lm
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