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EPA ruling to ban chrysotile asbestos

On March 18, 2024, the US
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA; Washington, DC, USA) revealed
that it was banning chrysotile asbestos
for all of the purposes for which the
chemical continues to be used in the
USA. Chrysotile or white asbestos
is the only type of asbestos still in
production. “The science is clear. There
is simply no safe level of exposure
to asbestos”, declared Michael
Regan (EPA), in a press conference
announcing the decision. “With today’s
ban, EPA is finally slamming the door
on a chemical so dangerous that it has
been banned in over 50 countries”, he

theory one could bring in chrysotile for
uses outside of the six that have now
been prohibited.”

A spokesperson for the EPA
countered that chrysotile asbestos
is the only kind of asbestos currently
used in or imported to the USA. He
noted that the new rule bans ongoing
uses of chrysotile asbestos and
that any new uses or import of the
material would not be permitted until
the EPA had undertaken a thorough
review and assessed the risk to human
health. The EPA plans to publish a
final risk evaluation on the other types
of asbestos, asbestos-containing

happens when you want to dispose of
asbestos?” asked Neira. “We know that
some countries are filling ships with
asbestos and sending them to India to
deal with.”

Frank warned that the USA contains
millions of tonnes of asbestos in water
pipes, insulation, and in cars. “One
day, people will have to remove this
stuff and it is going to be extremely
difficult to make sure that they do not
get sick”, he said. 125 million people
around the world are thought to be
exposed to asbestos each year in the
workplace. China, India, and Russia
use vast amounts of the chemical.
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For more on the EPA ruling see
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-
and-managing-chemicals-under-
tsca/
risk-management-asbestos-part-
1-chrysotile-asbestos
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https://topic.moenv.gov.tw/asbestos
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